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Upon the whole, we may say that Arian hatred of the council would have heen powerless if it had not ^                 rested on a formidable mass of conservative
Conclusion.
discontent, while the conservative discontent might have died away if the court had not supplied it with the means of action. If the decision lay with the majority, every initiative had to come from the court. Hence the reaction went on as long as these were agreed against the Nicene party; it was suspended as soon as Julian's policy turned another way, became unreal when conservative alarm subsided, and finally collapsed when Asia went over to the Nicene side.
We may now return to the sequel of the great council. If Oonstantine thought he had restored peace Sequel of the i11 tne churches, he soon found out his mis-councii.          take. The literary war began again almost
where his summons had interrupted it. The creed was signed and done with and seemed forgotten. The conservatives hardly cared to be reminded of their half unwilling signatures. To Athanasius it may have been a watchword from the first, but it was not so to many others. In the "West it was as yet almost unknown. Even Marcellus was more disposed to avoid all technical terms than to lay stress on those which the council sanctioned. Yet all parties had learned caution at Nicsea. Marcellus disavowed Sabellianism ; Eusebius avoided Arianism, and nobody seems to have disowned the creed as long as Constantine lived.
The next great change was at Alexandria. The bishop Alexander died in. the spring of 328, and a stormy election followed. Its details are obscure, but